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Nordic Working Group on Sustainable Cities

• As part of Nordic co-operation, the Ministers for the Environment and Climate appointed a working group to 
strengthen work on sustainable urban development focusing on urban greenery and ecosystem services. 

• Goal: increase proportion of existing urban green and new forms of nature with good quality that 
contribute to sustainable urban development in a changing climate, and develop and strengthen the 
attractiveness of Nordic cities.

• The group promotes the exchange of experience, method development, and policy development.

• An idea paper/ policy brief on urban green spaces is one of the working group’s work packages.



Global focus on sustainable & green cities



Critical infrastructure

• Green spaces should be considered part of critical 
infrastructure, assets essential for the functioning of societies 
and economies.

• Climate change adaptation – e.g., cooling, stormwater 
regulation

• Public health benefits – physical, mental, social, cognitive







Persons living more than 1 km from green 
space had a higher odds of being obese 
than those living less than 300 m from 
green space

Those living more than 1 km away has 
lower odds of using green space to exercise



Vision and Principles

Enhancing Nordic leadership in urban green space 

planning and management – fostering the Nordic 

Green City of the Future 

This is done by working with the principles of:

• Proximity (including visibility)

• Connectivity

• Diversity

• Equity



Proximity

Latest research shows that living within 300 metres of 
the nearest public green space enhances various health 
benefits. 

The importance of visible green on mental health is 
increasingly recognised.

WHO’s European Office has set a standard for proximity 
based on this.



Connectivity



Stora Sjöfallet, Stockholm

Dense and green, diversity and proximity

Diversity



Equity





Governance and Leadership

Develop policies and strategies for urban green spaces, as well as 

guidelines and norms

Enhance the role of urban green space in planning frameworks

Strengthen collaboration between different levels of government

Build on Nordic leadership in green and resilient cities


